Progress Report on Relief Support to the Small-Scale Fisherfolk

By the Coalition Network for Andaman Coastal Community Support

(4th January, 2005)

Satun Province
The Network of Traditional Fisher Folk of Satun has carried out survey for damage of member villages and other coastal communities in 4 districts of Satun, and found that 33 villages have been affected; 436 boats damaged but fixable; 21 boats completely damaged and need to be rebuilt; 192 engines damaged, and 622 fishing gears destroyed. 
The Network of Traditional Fisher Folk of Satun shall undertake efforts to repair the boats and their engines as soon as possible by providing service outlets in different villages for small damages. The main garages will be located at Ban Borjedlook and Ban Pakbara, La-ngoo district. Due to budget constraint, immediate reparation will be given to boats in Borjedlook, Ban Pakbara, Ban Talosai, and Ban Tamali, in Tambon Paknam, 4 villages in Tambon Konklan, Ban Hua Hin, Ban Pak Bang and Ban Pak La-ngoo in Tambon La-ngoo, 3 villages in Tambon Koh Sarai, Ban Sakorn Tai and Ban Klong Lidi in Tambon Sakorn. The initial support of 1.7 millions baht will come from the Coalition Network for Andaman Coastal Community Support. 

Currently, the Network is able to provide only 1 million baht and will need support for the difference from general donation.  

Trang Province
The Network of Traditional Fisher Folk of Trang has carried out survey for damage of member villages and other coastal communities in 4 districts and 1 provisional district of Trang and found that 34 villages have been affected; 285 boats damaged but fixable; 22 boats are non-retrievable boats, 666 fish cages were destroyed, 34 houses destroyed along with 13,365 unit of fishing gears (2,127 pieces of crab net, 915 pieces of fish traps, 7, 525 pieces of squid traps, 929 pieces of shrimp net and 3,277 pieces of fish nets).  
The Network of Traditional Fisher Folk of Trang shall undertake efforts to repair the boats and their engines as soon as possible by providing service outlets in different villages for small damages. The main garages will be located at Ban Toopooteh, Tambon Libong, Kantang district. 

The Trang Network has set the budget of 1,501,495 baht for providing assistance for communities including the revival of community organizations, the reparation and reconstruction of 97 boats, simple boat reparation, and the acquisition of fishing gears for 7 villagers in Ban Nachoomhed and Ban Laem in Sukorn Island, Ban Tesah, Ban Pakklong, Ban Toongthong, Ban Namrab, Ban Hadsaikaew, Ban Prao, Ban Batoopooteh, Ban Lang Khao, and Ban Changlang..

Currently, the Network is able to provide only 939,370 baht and will need support for the difference from general donation.  

The Trang Network has coordinated for 8 repairmen to help repair the boats of the Mor-Gan people at Rawai Beach in Phuket. They are scheduled to arrive before noon of 12 January 2005.

About 150,000 baht shall be derived from the auction of paintings arranged by the Goethe Institute in Bangkok and shall be used for the reparation and reconstruction of boats at Batoopooteh . 

Krabi Province
1. On 10 January 2005, the U-rak-ra-woy community of Ban Sangka-oo, Tambon Koh Lanta Yai, Koh Lanta district has revived their community organization to carry out survey of the damages and will make the urgent efforts to fix the boats. In sum, of the total 78 fishing boats, 69 boats are damaged but fixable and 9 boats are completely damaged and need to be rebuilt and installed with new engines.

The Coalition Network for Andaman Coastal Community Support in collaboration with the Yanmar service center in Krabi, has started to provide mending service on 11 January 2005. All reparation expenses for the engines shall be borne by the President of the Tourism Club of Koh Lanta District, the Krabi Chamber of Commerce and the District Authority of Koh Lanta.

As for costs of the wood and materials for repairing 77 boats and 25 boat tail sets, which will come to 400,000 baht, the Krabi Network will provide in the form of loans. 

Thus far, the fund has not been delivered due to the pending survey that was just completed on 12 January 2005. However, the money should be arriving no later than 14 January 2005 and there are already 10 repairmen working to fix the boats in the community. 

2. In Ban Klong Toh, Tambon Koh Sriboya, Nuaklong district, 13 boats have been found damaged and fixable. 9 boats have been serviced by the community itself. Another 83,500 baht is needed for the reparation of the severely damaged boats and fishing gears; 20,000 baht for engine service, 42,000 baht for body reparation, 20,500 baht for the purchase of squid gear and 6,000 baht for other fishing gear. A 12 member committee has been set up to look after the revival efforts. 

3. In Ban Koh Poo, Tambon Koh Sriboya, Nuaklong district, 44 boats have been found damaged and fixable and one boat only had its engine damaged plus one fishing gear damaged. 5 breadwinners of different families have died with their boats and engines damaged including Mr. Rohched Charnnam, Mr. Sommai Bahrem, Mr. Bancha Pewdee, Mr. Sapan Tamsuan and Mr. Arj Manop, and only Mr. Pairoj On-air suffered serious injuries and had his boat and engine damaged.

4. 23 families of the U-rak-ra-woy community in Loh Lana Bay of Pi Pi Island have settled temporarily in a shelter at Sai Thai Mosque in Maung district, Krabi. They are badly in need of support to help them revive their community. 

Phuket Province
1. In Mor-Gan and U-rak-ra-woy communities in Ban Rawai, of the 62 damaged and missing boats, 9 boats have to be rebuilt anew, 18 boats need extensive reparation service and 35 boats need small reparation. Since 7 January 2005, repairmen from Koh Yaonoi, Pang-nga, have arrived to help fix 35 boats with small damages and nearly complete their work. They will travel further to fix the boats in Ban Siray. 

The reconstruction of boat will begin on 12 January 2005 by 8 repairmen provided by the Network of Traditional Fisher Folk of Trang. The initial budget for the reconstruction and reparation of 250,000 baht has been supported by the Community Organization Development Institute (CODI) in cooperation with the Coalition Network for Andaman Coastal Community Support.

2. In the U-rak-ra-woy community of Ban Siray, all of their 47 boats have been completely destroyed, 36 houses destroyed and need extensive reparation service. 27 houses need some service. At present, assistance can be provided only for the house restoration, not the boat. After the completion of their work in Ban Rawai, the repairmen from Koh Yao Noi will travel to Ban Siray to provide service. Budget for house restoration has been supported by CODI. 

3. The Coalition Network for Andaman Coastal Community Support is carrying out the survey of damage and helping to revive community organizations in Prao Island, Tambon Koh Kaew, Muang district, Ban Kamala, Tambon Kamala, Katoo district, Ban Bangtao, Tambon Cherngtalay, Talang district, and shall be able to conclude the list of necessary help soon. 

Pang-nga Province
1. The whole villages of Ban Toongdab and Ban Pakchok, Tambon Koh Phrathong, Kuraburi district, have been completely destroyed and the villagers are settling in a temporary shelter situated in the land in Ta Toong La-ong belonging to Mr. Kit Srifah, and the land in Ta Hinlard belonging to Mr. Ditpong Wichaidit, both of whom make it available for free of charge. The two communities are brainstorming on where and when they can set up their new communities permanently. 
2. The villagers of Ban Ta Paeyoi, Tambon Koh Phrathong, Kuraburi district, have returned to their home place after being settled in a temporary shelter in Kuraburi district. They only suffer damages done to their boats and fishing gears and we are figuring out ways to help them repair the boats and the engines. 

3. The Greenpeace has provided rubber boats and divers to help rescue boat engines sinking in the sea for further reparation. 

4. 4 villages in Koh Kor Khao have suffered severe impact. In the next 2-3 days, the Coalition Network for Andaman Coastal Community Support will conclude the survey and figure out plans to restore the communities after the workload in Koh Phrathong has been reduced. 

5. At Ban Nam Khem, CODI and volunteers from affiliated networks are building 500 temporary houses to provide shelter for the affected villagers. 

Ranong Province
1. In Ban Bangman, Ban Bangkluay Nok and Ban Laemnao in Tambon Nakha, Ban Talay Nok, Ban Tabnua and Ban Hadsaikhao and three villages in Tambon Kampuan in the provisional district of Sook Samran, the communities of traditional fisher folk have suffered severe damages. The Network of  Traditional Fisher Folk of Sook Samran district have tapped for help from the district authorities and the Rak Bankerd Foundation (DTAC Group) to provide food to address immediate needs and assistance for the reconstruction of their houses and the reparation of their boats. There is still no need for the funds from the Coalition Network for Andaman Coastal Community Support. 

2. In coastal communities of Tambon Raja Krud, Muang district, Ban Ow-koey and Ban Bangben, Tambon Muangklang, Kapur district, and Ban Ngaw and Ban Pak Tiram in Kuraburi district, the Alternative Agriculture Network of Langsuan district, Choomporn and CODI are coordinating efforts to help the affected villagers. 

3. In sum, in the provisional district of Sook Samran district, Kapur district and Muang district, there are 304 damaged houses, 146 deaths, 1,053 damaged boats, 307 damaged sets of fishing gear (Kachang) and other smaller damaged fishing gears that need to be identified later. 
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